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FACT SHEET: WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW

The Millennium Development Goals called for cutting by
half the proportion of hungry people in the developing
world between 1990 and 2015.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), we’ve cut the
prevalence of chronically hungry people in the developing world by 45 percent
since 1990. Seems the goal is within reach, right? At least that’s the message
repeated throughout mainstream media. What doesn’t make headlines?
Without progress in China -- mostly in the 90s-- the world would have seen only
a 6 percent drop in the number of chronically hungry people since 1990. We still
see inequality increasing in most regions of the world.

WE CAN’T BLAME
SCARCITY

Ongoing, massive hunger
can’t be explained by lack
of food. Today the world
produces 3-4 pounds per
person per day. And that’s
only counting what’s left
over after half the world’s

grain goes to livestock
feed, fuel, and other
purposes.

THEN IMAGINE OUR
UNTAPPED POTENTIAL

Three-quarters of the
world’s agricultural land
is used for livestock,

yet livestock provide
only 17% of the world’s
calories. Roughly one-
third of food is wasted,
about one pound for
every person, every day.

795 million people are hungry even though we produce
2,900 calories per day for every man, woman and child.

This official number of hungry people captures only severe calorie
deficiency lasting more than a year. It doesn’t include short-term

calorie deprivation or nutritional deficiency. Yet many with adequate
calories suffer life-long harm due to malnutrition: One-quarter of

children worldwide are stunted by undernutrition and 1.8 billion people
suffer from nutritional deprivation. Fortunately, FAO is creating more
comprehensive monitoring through a Suite of Food Security Indicators
and a self-assessment tool known as the Food Insecurity Experience Scale.

Hunger & hunger-related disease kills 3.1 children every
year--equal to a Hiroshima bomb going off every 8 days.
Yet, some countries are making amazing progress...

AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT’S WORKING:

BRAZIL — In 2010, Brazil added the Right to Food to it’s consititution, spurring the country’s
Zero Hunger initiatives. They include cash transfers reaching a quarter of Brazilians, conditioned
in part on keeping kids in schools. In cities, 100 public “people’s restaurants” serve nutritious

40% meals for 50 cents to tens of thousands each day, using food from local farmers. The largest
Since social movement in the hemisphere, the Landless Workers Movement, has resettled 370,000
1990-92 families on roughly 20 million acres. The movement launched Brazil’s first organic seed line and

the proportion of
undernourishment
in Brazil has fallen
by 40%

offers training and support in ecological agriculture.

Plus, during the 2000s, jobs with benefits grew 3 times faster than informal jobs, and the buying
power of the minimum wage nearly doubled. So, inequality in Brazil — long known as among the
world’s worst — is now lower than it’s been in more than 30 years.

LESSONS — no country is a model, but many, like Brazil, offer powerful lessons. Stable political conditions and eco-
nomic growth, social protection policies targeted at vulnerable population groups and self-organized citizen movements
are helping reduce hunger. Some of the most effective initiatives support small scale, sustainable farming, and the Right
to Food. Let’s learn from what’s working...
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