
     It is difficult to overstate the failure of the U.S. War on Iran. In terms of U.S. foreign policy
interests, the war has left the U.S. diminished militarily, economically, and morally. Historian
Timothy Snyder has referred to the war as one of the first instances of “superpower suicide.”
More tragic still are the devastating humanitarian costs for the people of Iran and Lebanon. 
 

     As of late June, the Iran war appears to be nearing an end, though a final peace agreement has
not been formally reached. On June 15, U.S. and Iranian officials announced a framework
agreement that would establish a ceasefire, reopen the Strait of Hormuz, and begin a new round
of negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program and sanctions relief. Missing from the Memorandum
of Understanding is any clear commitment to limit Iran’s missile capabilities or nuclear program –
the very issues Trump cited as his reasons for initiating the war. Iran has emerged in a
strategically advantageous position, having demonstrated significant leverage over the Strait of
Hormuz, which, of course, was already open before the war began. The peace deal reflects the fact
that the U.S. lost the war, which it could never have won with bombs alone.
 

     Despite this apparent breakthrough, the formal establishment of peaceful relations is not
guaranteed. As of writing, the U.S. naval blockade of Iranian ports remains in place, while key
issues such as sanctions relief, Iran’s nuclear program, and the future of Iranian-backed groups
such as Hezbollah remain unresolved. Trump’s repeated claims that a deal with Iran was
imminent also warrant skepticism, as he has made similar statements more than 30 times since
the start of the war. In fact, this past Friday, June 26, the peace deal was put in jeopardy yet again
when the U.S. launched retaliatory strikes against Iran after Iran carried out a drone strike on a
ship sailing through the Strait of Hormuz. This come as the war faces growing domestic
opposition, with a recent PBS poll finding that six in 10 Americans disapprove of President Trump’s
handling of the war. 

TRUMP’S 2ND QUARTER 2026: 
A FACT SHEET  
The Trump administration's second quarter was marked by a continuation of reckless
governance that has weakened democratic norms and accelerated the erosion of civil liberties.
The attacks on the Voting Rights Act has weakened Americans most basic democratic right: an
equal vote.  The administration has treated constitutional limits as obstacles instead of
safeguards. Internationally, Trump’s handling of the Iran War has been a foreign policy disaster
with had tragic consequences for the region and world.  The following fact sheet illuminates
these shortcomings. 

IRAN WAR
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     The consequences and costs are catastrophic, with estimates suggesting the U.S. has spent $132
billion. Accounting for the full humanitarian cost requires looking beyond these numbers. The war’s
death toll has reached into the thousands. A June 10 U.S. military strike in Bemani destroyed two
water-storage facilities, relied upon by tens of thousands of Iranians, raising concerns of possible
war crimes. This follows the February 28 bombing of the Shajareh Tayyebeh Elementary School,
which left over 165 dead, including 120 children. The war, and especially the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, has had tragic downstream humanitarian effects globally, including a reduced supply of
fertilizer, which will likely cause global hunger to increase. 
 

     Perhaps the only positive development emerge from the conflict is a growing domestic aversion to
further U.S. military intervention in the region. Allies are also beginning to question whether
American imperial interests, including the U.S. network of military bases, are conducive to peace.
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GoverneIRAN WAR CONTINUED

-CORRUPTION: TRUMP V TRUMP
     Infamously litigious, Trump is exploiting the legal system in novel ways. He has essentially sued
himself to reap the rewards of a settlement. Trump sued the Internal Revenue Service for $10
billion following an alleged leak of his tax return by an external contractor. Presiding Judge
Williams, however, questioned whether there was actually any legal case to adjudicate, as Trump
was on both sides of the suit. Defending the IRS was the Justice Department run by Todd Blanch,
the Trump-appointed acting Attorney General and Trum’ Trump’s former personal. Trump holds
executive power over the defendants. 

     The same day Trump’s personal attorney filed a notice of voluntary dismissal, the Department
of Justice announced the creation of a $1.7 billion “Anti-Weaponization Fund.” The DOJ created the
fund to compensate alleged victims of “lawfare” and government weaponization. Pardoned January
6th rioters almost immediately began seeking compensation payouts.  

     One day after the settlement, acting Attorney General Todd Blanche issued an order
permanently barring the I.R.S. from auditing the Trump family’s past tax history. According to
ProPublica reporting, the order ended an ongoing investigation that could have resulted in the
Trump family owing more than $100 million to the federal government.  Following backlash by
congressional Republicans and a lawsuit filed by two police officers who defended the Capitol on
January 6, the administration ultimately abandoned the “Anti-Weaponization Fund”. The audit
protections, however, remain in place.  

    Doubling down on his decisions, President Trump has repeatedly been quoted as promising mass
pardons to his closest advisors at the end of his term. During a recent meeting, an anonymous
source quoted, “I’ll pardon everyone who has come within 200 feet of the Oval [Office].” This comes
after Trump issued 1,500 pardons to attackers in the January 6th attack on the Capitol. 
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VOTING RIGHTS UNDERMINED
     On April 29, 2026, the Supreme Court decided a landmark redistricting case that dramatically
weakened the ability of the Voting Rights Act to require majority-Black electoral districts. The
decision marked the latest step in a decades-long retreat from the protections created during
Reconstruction and strengthened during the civil rights movement, when Congress sought to
enshrine equal representation, regardless of race, into the US electoral system. 
 

     Although Black residents make up roughly one-third of Louisiana’s population, for years, only
one out of the state’s six congressional districts has been majority-Black. In 2022, a group of Black
voters sued, arguing the map violated Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act (VRA), which prohibits
voting practices that discriminate on the basis of race. A federal district court agreed, and the
U.S. Court of Appeals upheld the ruling, ordering Louisiana to draw a new map by January 2024.  
 

     In response, Louisiana adopted a new congressional map that created a second majority-Black
district. The map was immediately challenged by a group of voters, led by Phillip Callais, who
identified themselves as “non-African American.”  By a 6-3 vote, the Supreme Court struck down
Louisiana’s new map. While the Court stopped short of overturning Section 2 of the VRA outright,
as the plaintiffs had urged, the decision narrows its practical force. The ruling effectively
disenfranchises voters by permitting racial disparities in districting as long as mapmakers’
decisions are ostensibly based on partisan rather than racial rationale. Voting-rights advocates
warned that the ruling could accelerate partisan gerrymandering nationwide and lead to the
elimination of additional majority-Black and majority-Latino districts. The decision will  reduce the
number of competitive congressional districts, increasing polarization and making the outcomes
of elections less representative of public opinion.  
 

     Within hours of the ruling, President Trump took to Truth Social to celebrate the “BIG WIN” and
praise Justice Samuel Alito for authoring an “important and appropriate Opinion”. 

     The Trump administration is mortgaging the future to save pennies in the present, as it rolls
back environmental regulations and supports initiatives with implications for climate change.
Despite lower costs for renewable energy, on June 4, Donald Trump granted over $700 million to
coal companies nationwide to protect 14 coal plants and 42 coal mines. The funding was
authorized under the Defense Production Act, a wartime power that accelerates industrial
output in times of need. Despite Trump’s rebranding of coal as “clean” and “beautiful,” coal
remains the leading carbon-dense fossil fuel when burned. Since 1999, there have been estimates
of 460,000 deaths attributed to coal air pollution. This comes as, in April, wind and solar officially
produced more renewable electricity than gas globally.  

ENVIRONMENT
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ENVIRONMENT CONT.
     As part of a restructuring of the US Forest Service, 57 of its 77 research facilities are set to
close in 31 states. The facilities will be consolidated into a centralized office in Fort Collins. These
location-specific departments look at wildfires, drought, pests, and the impact of global warming
on forests. Experts worry that closure will lead to a loss of research, with many scientists leaving
the department altogether.  

     The National Science Foundation announced it would be dismantling a $368 million deep-ocean
observation system, installed as part of an international research effort to monitor coastal
environments, marine ecosystems, and powerful currents that affect global climate change.
Installed a decade ago, the system was expected to operate for fifteen more years. The Trump
Administration backs the change as a cost-saving measure, noting the system costs $48 million
annually to operate. However, the Senate passed a bipartisan bill on June 17, preventing the
system’s removal, citing its removal as illegal and a threat to the safety of coastal communities.
The Senate’s action demonstrates that checks on presidential power still exist, and the executive
branch is not allowed to operate unencumbered.  

     Additionally, just days after the announcement of the removal of the monitoring system,
scientists reported that a “cold blob” of water in the Atlantic is likely due to a massive decline in
the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC). The blob, which has cooled by 1 degree
Celsius since the 19th century, was previously hypothesized to stem from heat escaping
disproportionately into the atmosphere in that region. However, new data analysis signals that
the cause is the AMOC slowing down and possibly “nearing a tipping point.” Should the current
shutdown, extreme temperatures, and weather patterns would be brought to Europe,
devastating ecosystems and agriculture. 

     Major funding cuts to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) have had
devastating repercussions as Ebola cases are rapidly increasing in multiple Central and East
African countries, namely Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and Uganda. Since
his appointment in early 2025, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has consistently promoted
harmful health messaging, from discouraging vaccinations to supporting President Trump’s
withdrawal from the World Health Organization (WHO).  

GoverneHEALTH
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HEALTH CONT.
     RFK Jr. has failed to provide any meaningful U.S. leadership in response to the current Ebola
outbreak ravaging parts of Africa. With limited U.S. financial aid, obtaining resources for sufficient
containment and surveillance has become practically impossible. Many health workers are lucky if
they can simply access basic health equipment, such as gloves and surgical masks.  
 

      In late May, Trump attempted to establish a quarantine center in Kenya exclusively for U.S.
citizens exposed to Ebola throughout Africa. After local protests at what looked like an American
colonial imposition, the center was rejected by a high court in Nairobi.  
  

      Refusing to allow potentially infected individuals to enter the U.S. for better treatment, while
offering limited resources to the struggling region, was described by Lawrence Goodwin, a
Georgetown law professor who specializes in global health law as “reckless, unethical & possibly
unlawful.” The Trump administration, seemingly avoiding further accountability, has asked Europe
to heighten its travel restrictions for people coming to the continent from African countries
exposed to Ebola.  
 

     Many Americans are now being forced to grapple with limited access to essential healthcare
resources, largely as a result of challenges to the Affordable Care Act. As the healthcare
marketplace becomes more volatile, Americans must carefully evaluate the trade-off between a
plan’s premium (a recurring, often monthly cost) and deductible (the amount paid out of pocket
before insurance covers the remaining cost). As the cost of living increases, many Americans are
opting to go without insurance or with plans with high deductibles. As a consequence, many
Americans are missing out on preventative care, while hundreds of billions are spent on a failed
war in Iran. 
 

   Vice President J.D. Vance has announced plans to prohibit new hospice and home healthcare
providers from registering for Medicare for the next six months in an efort to combat alleged
fraud.  While providers previously enrolled in Medicare will not be affected, this decision will
significantly impact those who seek to provide care.  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Administrator Dr Mehmet Oz provided no evidence as to how a nation-wide moratoriam would
help combat fraud, raising concerns about the continued provision of care.

EDUCATION
     As part of a broader movement to undermine higher education, both financially and through
distrust of the institutions, the Trump administration has cracked down on DEI’s presence in
admissions.   
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EDUCATION CONT.
     The Department of Justice has opened investigations into multiple medical schools for allegedly
illegally considering race in admissions. This follows the Supreme Court’s 2023 decision in
Students for Fair Admissions, Inc v President and Fellows of Harvard College, which ended
affirmation action in college admissions. UCLA’s medical school and the Yale Medical School were
accused of giving Black and Hispanic Students an admissions advantage over white and Asian
applicants, despite those applicants having lower GPAs and test scores. On June 4, the DOJ
announced it would open civil rights investigations into 15 more medical schools to examine
potential racial discrimination in admissions. While their names have not been published, these
schools receive millions of dollars in federal funding.  

     On May 4, the DOJ opened a Title IX investigation into Smith College, an all-women's school, for
admitting transgender women.  The investigation argues that granting transgender women
access to women-only spaces, including dormitories, bathrooms, locker rooms, and athletic
teams, violates equal access and rights for women under Title IX. In 2015, Smith’s board voted to
change its admissions policy to allow cis, trans, and nonbinary women to apply in an effort to
further reflect the progress and diversity on which the college was founded.  

      DJ actions have driven record legal spending at universities. Many universities' tax returns
reveal that legal bills have more than doubled. In the Ivy League alone, legal spending rose 37
percent, reaching more than $333 million. 

      On June 12, 2026, SpaceX went public, raising a record $75 billion and making Elon Musk the
world’s first trillionaire. In the months leading up to this historic IPO, major index funds quietly
loosened their inclusion rules, weakening safeguards that normally protect ordinary investors
from the volatility often surrounding newly public companies. For example, the NASDAQ typically
waits at least a year before adding new companies to its index to give the market time to settle on
a reasonable price. But in May, the NASDAQ changed its rules to allow “fast entry” for large private
companies such as SpaceX. FTSE Russell quickly followed suit. Millions of Americans will end up
owning SpaceX stock through their pension and retirement accounts without ever choosing to buy
it themselves. This exposes working-class people to significant risk if SpaceX’s valuation collapses, a
possibility that seems increasingly plausible given growing concerns about overhyped A.I.
companies. Even leading tech executives, such as Sam Altman, have warned of an A.I. bubble that
may soon burst. In fact, just ten days after its IPO, SpaceX’s stock has fallen more than 20%.  

GoverneECONOMY
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FREE SPEECH AND MEDIA
     Despite Trump’s executive memo decrying the weaponization of the federal government, his
administration is enlisting the Federal Communications Commission to threaten enemies and
reward political allies. On May 21, 2026, Stephen Colbert, a prominent television figure and
staunch critic of the Trump Administration, bid farewell to his nearly 11-year run as host of The
Late Show following the program’s cancellation by CBS. CBS justified the decision as purely
financial; however, many have speculated that it was influenced by a conveniently timed $16 million
settlement between President Trump and Paramount Global, the parent company of CBS.  

    Similarly, ABC has accused the Federal Communications Commission of engaging in a campaign
of  “unconstitutional retaliation and coercion” by threatening the licenses of stations affiliated
with the network, even though those licenses were not up for renewal for several years. Tensions
between ABC and the Trump administration are not new. This latest development follows a
broader pattern of hostility, including the temporary suspension of late-night host Jimmy
Kimmel’s show in September 2025. Although the Trump administration has denied any
connection between the two incidents, ABC responded with a forceful objection letter, arguing
that the administration’s actions reflect a broader effort to undermine free speech. 
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	The same day Trump’s personal attorney filed a notice of voluntary dismissal, the Department of Justice announced the creation of a $1.7 billion “Anti-Weaponization Fund.” The DOJ created the fund to compensate alleged victims of “lawfare” and government weaponization. Pardoned January 6th rioters almost immediately began seeking compensation payouts.
	One day after the settlement, acting Attorney General Todd Blanche issued an order permanently barring the I.R.S. from auditing the Trump family’s past tax history. According to ProPublica reporting, the order ended an ongoing investigation that could have resulted in the Trump family owing more than $100 million to the federal government.  Following backlash by congressional Republicans and a lawsuit filed by two police officers who defended the Capitol on January 6, the administration ultimately abandoned the “Anti-Weaponization Fund”. The audit protections, however, remain in place.
	Doubling down on his decisions, President Trump has repeatedly been quoted as promising mass pardons to his closest advisors at the end of his term. During a recent meeting, an anonymous source quoted, “I’ll pardon everyone who has come within 200 feet of the Oval [Office].” This comes after Trump issued 1,500 pardons to attackers in the January 6th attack on the Capitol.

	VOTING RIGHTS UNDERMINED
	On April 29, 2026, the Supreme Court decided a landmark redistricting case that dramatically weakened the ability of the Voting Rights Act to require majority-Black electoral districts. The decision marked the latest step in a decades-long retreat from the protections created during Reconstruction and strengthened during the civil rights movement, when Congress sought to enshrine equal representation, regardless of race, into the US electoral system.
	Although Black residents make up roughly one-third of Louisiana’s population, for years, only one out of the state’s six congressional districts has been majority-Black. In 2022, a group of Black voters sued, arguing the map violated Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act (VRA), which prohibits voting practices that discriminate on the basis of race. A federal district court agreed, and the U.S. Court of Appeals upheld the ruling, ordering Louisiana to draw a new map by January 2024.
	In response, Louisiana adopted a new congressional map that created a second majority-Black district. The map was immediately challenged by a group of voters, led by Phillip Callais, who identified themselves as “non-African American.”  By a 6-3 vote, the Supreme Court struck down Louisiana’s new map. While the Court stopped short of overturning Section 2 of the VRA outright, as the plaintiffs had urged, the decision narrows its practical force. The ruling effectively disenfranchises voters by permitting racial disparities in districting as long as mapmakers’ decisions are ostensibly based on partisan rather than racial rationale. Voting-rights advocates warned that the ruling could accelerate partisan gerrymandering nationwide and lead to the elimination of additional majority-Black and majority-Latino districts. The decision will  reduce the number of competitive congressional districts, increasing polarization and making the outcomes of elections less representative of public opinion.
	Within hours of the ruling, President Trump took to Truth Social to celebrate the “BIG WIN” and praise Justice Samuel Alito for authoring an “important and appropriate Opinion”.

	ENVIRONMENT
	The Trump administration is mortgaging the future to save pennies in the present, as it rolls back environmental regulations and supports initiatives with implications for climate change. Despite lower costs for renewable energy, on June 4, Donald Trump granted over $700 million to coal companies nationwide to protect 14 coal plants and 42 coal mines. The funding was authorized under the Defense Production Act, a wartime power that accelerates industrial output in times of need. Despite Trump’s rebranding of coal as “clean” and “beautiful,” coal remains the leading carbon-dense fossil fuel when burned. Since 1999, there have been estimates of 460,000 deaths attributed to coal air pollution. This comes as, in April, wind and solar officially produced more renewable electricity than gas globally.

	ENVIRONMENT CONT.
	As part of a restructuring of the US Forest Service, 57 of its 77 research facilities are set to close in 31 states. The facilities will be consolidated into a centralized office in Fort Collins. These location-specific departments look at wildfires, drought, pests, and the impact of global warming on forests. Experts worry that closure will lead to a loss of research, with many scientists leaving the department altogether.
	The National Science Foundation announced it would be dismantling a $368 million deep-ocean observation system, installed as part of an international research effort to monitor coastal environments, marine ecosystems, and powerful currents that affect global climate change. Installed a decade ago, the system was expected to operate for fifteen more years. The Trump Administration backs the change as a cost-saving measure, noting the system costs $48 million annually to operate. However, the Senate passed a bipartisan bill on June 17, preventing the system’s removal, citing its removal as illegal and a threat to the safety of coastal communities. The Senate’s action demonstrates that checks on presidential power still exist, and the executive branch is not allowed to operate unencumbered.
	Additionally, just days after the announcement of the removal of the monitoring system, scientists reported that a “cold blob” of water in the Atlantic is likely due to a massive decline in the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC). The blob, which has cooled by 1 degree Celsius since the 19th century, was previously hypothesized to stem from heat escaping disproportionately into the atmosphere in that region. However, new data analysis signals that the cause is the AMOC slowing down and possibly “nearing a tipping point.” Should the current shutdown, extreme temperatures, and weather patterns would be brought to Europe, devastating ecosystems and agriculture.

	HEALTH
	Major funding cuts to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) have had devastating repercussions as Ebola cases are rapidly increasing in multiple Central and East African countries, namely Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and Uganda. Since his appointment in early 2025, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has consistently promoted harmful health messaging, from discouraging vaccinations to supporting President Trump’s withdrawal from the World Health Organization (WHO).

	HEALTH CONT.
	RFK Jr. has failed to provide any meaningful U.S. leadership in response to the current Ebola outbreak ravaging parts of Africa. With limited U.S. financial aid, obtaining resources for sufficient containment and surveillance has become practically impossible. Many health workers are lucky if they can simply access basic health equipment, such as gloves and surgical masks.
	In late May, Trump attempted to establish a quarantine center in Kenya exclusively for U.S. citizens exposed to Ebola throughout Africa. After local protests at what looked like an American colonial imposition, the center was rejected by a high court in Nairobi.
	Refusing to allow potentially infected individuals to enter the U.S. for better treatment, while offering limited resources to the struggling region, was described by Lawrence Goodwin, a Georgetown law professor who specializes in global health law as “reckless, unethical & possibly unlawful.” The Trump administration, seemingly avoiding further accountability, has asked Europe to heighten its travel restrictions for people coming to the continent from African countries exposed to Ebola.
	Many Americans are now being forced to grapple with limited access to essential healthcare resources, largely as a result of challenges to the Affordable Care Act. As the healthcare marketplace becomes more volatile, Americans must carefully evaluate the trade-off between a plan’s premium (a recurring, often monthly cost) and deductible (the amount paid out of pocket before insurance covers the remaining cost). As the cost of living increases, many Americans are opting to go without insurance or with plans with high deductibles. As a consequence, many Americans are missing out on preventative care, while hundreds of billions are spent on a failed war in Iran.
	Vice President J.D. Vance has announced plans to prohibit new hospice and home healthcare providers from registering for Medicare for the next six months in an efort to combat alleged fraud.  While providers previously enrolled in Medicare will not be affected, this decision will significantly impact those who seek to provide care.  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Dr Mehmet Oz provided no evidence as to how a nation-wide moratoriam would help combat fraud, raising concerns about the continued provision of care.

	EDUCATION
	As part of a broader movement to undermine higher education, both financially and through distrust of the institutions, the Trump administration has cracked down on DEI’s presence in admissions.

	EDUCATION CONT.
	The Department of Justice has opened investigations into multiple medical schools for allegedly illegally considering race in admissions. This follows the Supreme Court’s 2023 decision in  Students for Fair Admissions, Inc v President and Fellows of Harvard College, which ended affirmation action in college admissions. UCLA’s medical school and the Yale Medical School were accused of giving Black and Hispanic Students an admissions advantage over white and Asian applicants, despite those applicants having lower GPAs and test scores. On June 4, the DOJ announced it would open civil rights investigations into 15 more medical schools to examine potential racial discrimination in admissions. While their names have not been published, these schools receive millions of dollars in federal funding.
	On May 4, the DOJ opened a Title IX investigation into Smith College, an all-women's school, for admitting transgender women.  The investigation argues that granting transgender women access to women-only spaces, including dormitories, bathrooms, locker rooms, and athletic teams, violates equal access and rights for women under Title IX. In 2015, Smith’s board voted to change its admissions policy to allow cis, trans, and nonbinary women to apply in an effort to further reflect the progress and diversity on which the college was founded.
	DJ actions have driven record legal spending at universities. Many universities' tax returns reveal that legal bills have more than doubled. In the Ivy League alone, legal spending rose 37 percent, reaching more than $333 million.

	ECONOMY
	On June 12, 2026, SpaceX went public, raising a record $75 billion and making Elon Musk the world’s first trillionaire. In the months leading up to this historic IPO, major index funds quietly loosened their inclusion rules, weakening safeguards that normally protect ordinary investors from the volatility often surrounding newly public companies. For example, the NASDAQ typically waits at least a year before adding new companies to its index to give the market time to settle on a reasonable price. But in May, the NASDAQ changed its rules to allow “fast entry” for large private companies such as SpaceX. FTSE Russell quickly followed suit. Millions of Americans will end up owning SpaceX stock through their pension and retirement accounts without ever choosing to buy it themselves. This exposes working-class people to significant risk if SpaceX’s valuation collapses, a possibility that seems increasingly plausible given growing concerns about overhyped A.I. companies. Even leading tech executives, such as Sam Altman, have warned of an A.I. bubble that may soon burst. In fact, just ten days after its IPO, SpaceX’s stock has fallen more than 20%.

	FREE SPEECH AND MEDIA
	Despite Trump’s executive memo decrying the weaponization of the federal government, his administration is enlisting the Federal Communications Commission to threaten enemies and reward political allies. On May 21, 2026, Stephen Colbert, a prominent television figure and staunch critic of the Trump Administration, bid farewell to his nearly 11-year run as host of The Late Show following the program’s cancellation by CBS. CBS justified the decision as purely financial; however, many have speculated that it was influenced by a conveniently timed $16 million settlement between President Trump and Paramount Global, the parent company of CBS.
	Similarly, ABC has accused the Federal Communications Commission of engaging in a campaign of  “unconstitutional retaliation and coercion” by threatening the licenses of stations affiliated with the network, even though those licenses were not up for renewal for several years. Tensions between ABC and the Trump administration are not new. This latest development follows a broader pattern of hostility, including the temporary suspension of late-night host Jimmy Kimmel’s show in September 2025. Although the Trump administration has denied any connection between the two incidents, ABC responded with a forceful objection letter, arguing that the administration’s actions reflect a broader effort to undermine free speech.


