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In a recent meeting with House Republicans, Trump floated the idea of *
cancelling the midterms. Senior democrats recently met to wargame a
Trump attempt to illegitimize the midterms. The question of whether Trump
can cancel the midterm elections is no longer hypothetical enough to

ignore.

What Trump has done:

Erosion of public trust: Nearly a third of Americans still believe 2020 was
fraudulent, and only 23% are confident the upcoming midterms will be free of
“rigging.” This 1s likely due to Trump’s baseless and continued claims that the
2020 election was stolen.

In July 2026, Trump removed all members of the U.S. Election Assistance
Commission — created after the 2000 election to certify voting tech,
distribute security funding, and train officials — leaving it without a
quorum to act. Professor Toby James of the University of East Anglia,
describes this move as raising “concern that the executive is seeking to
interfere in elections.”

Trump has issued two executive orders in an

attempt to reshape federal elections — a =
March 2025 order requiring proof of
citizenship to register, and a March 2026
order letting DHS and USPS restrict who
receives mail ballots. Courts blocked both,
ruling that only Congress and the states can
set election rules.



https://time.com/7343696/trump-floats-cancelling-2026-elections/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/aug/09/democrats-election-disruption-planning-exercises
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/almost-third-americans-still-believe-2020-election-result-was-fraudule-rcna90145
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/article/poll-as-the-2026-midterm-elections-approach-just-23-of-americans-are-confident-the-vote-will-not-be-rigged-221139207.html
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/17/nx-s1-5897446/trump-promised-evidence-of-election-fraud-experts-say-there-was-none
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2026/07/politics/annotated-transcript-trump-speech-us-election-vis/
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-election-commission-midterms-12180792
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-election-commission-midterms-12180792
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/presidents-executive-order-elections-explained

Reasons to worry:

Elections are rarely cancelled outright. More often, they are quietly
undermined. For example, Hungary saw civil society and press freedom
collapse over two decades while elections never stopped. In fact, electoral
autocracies are the most common regime type in the world. In fact according to
a report from international research database vDem, in 2025 the U.S. has slid
from a liberal democracy to an electoral democracy.

The Supreme Court has been removing democratic guardrails. In Trump v.
Slaughter, the Court voted 6-3 to overrule a 90-year precedent that prevented
the president from firing the heads of independent agencies at will. The
reasoning follows “unitary executive theory”: anyone wielding executive
power answers to the president alone. When Trump purged the Election
Assistance Commission in July, the White House cited the Slaughter decision
by name as its authority. A body originally designed to be a nonpartisan
referee of elections now serves at the president's pleasure.

\.

Reasons for hope:

Instead of renouncing democracy, autocrats often practice duplicity: holding
elections while hollowing out what makes them work. That duplicity is a
vulnerability — maintaining the appearance of democracy keeps Trump within
reach of citizens, courts, and journalists.

Courts have repeatedly acted on that autocratic vulnerability. Judges have
already blocked both of Trump’s election-related executive orders, and more
broadly, the administration has now been sued more than 750 times, with
courts halting its policies in over 150 cases.

In 2020, Trump suggested delaying the election over COVID. This never
happened. Instead, the episode triggered a wave of legal review that left courts
and election offices better prepared than they were four years ago to defend
American elections. Generally, the Supreme Court has empowered an imperial
presidency. However, history tells us that they will not allow infringement on
clections.

\,



https://www.v-dem.net/documents/75/V-Dem_Institute_Democracy_Report_2026_lowres.pdf
https://www.v-dem.net/news/press-release-democratic-backsliding-reaches-western-democracies-with-us-decline-unprecedented/
https://www.programmablemutter.com/p/the-supreme-court-is-corrupting-american?hide_intro_popup=true
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/us/trump-administration-lawsuits.html
https://www.votebeat.org/2026/01/26/why-trump-cant-cancel-2026-midterm-elections/

What can be done?

1. Support independent journalism — media control is often the first step in
a democracy's slide toward electoral autocracy, used in 73% of currently
autocratizing countries.

2.Vote. Apathy is easier to engineer than suppression. Hungary proved it:
despite his rigging of the playing field, huge turnout was enough to
remove Orban from power. Landslide elections are much harder to steal
than narrow victories, as we saw in Bush v Gore.

3.Sign up to be an election monitor. Help make sure eligible voters aren’t
turned away at the polls. As thousands of anti-voter restrictions are being
proposed, this nonpartisan work is more important than ever. Go to
protectthevote.net and sign up!

4. Support watchdog organizations challenging executive overreach. The
ACLU, Brennan Center for Justice, and a coalition of civil rights groups
sued over the March 2025 proof-of-citizenship requirement, and a
federal court permanently blocked it.

By: Natasha Roseman
Small Planet Institute | smallplanet.org
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